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AREA  AND  POPULATION. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  area,  population  of  the  District, 
and  other  figures,  as  shown  by  the  Census  of  1911,  and  previous  census 
years  ; — 


Area  in  Stal 

jUte  Acres 

Inhab 

ited  Ho 

uses  (Private) 

Population. 

No.  of 
Regn. 
Dist. 

Land  and 
Inland 
Water. 

Inland 

Water 

only. 

1881 

'1891 

1901 

1911 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

49 

63336 

338 

4017 

4459 

4839 

5424 

20894 

22164 

22684 

24029 
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DETACHED  PORTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Name  of  Parish  to  "which 
detached  part  belongs. 

No.  of 
Regn.  and 
Sub.Regn. 
District. 

Names  of  Parishes  surrounding 
detached  part. 

Area  in 
Statute 
Acres  (land 
and  inland 
Water) 

Population 

1911. 

Brasted  ... 

49*2 

Edenbridge,  Hever,  Chidding- 

stone  and  detached  part  of 
Hever 

855’& 

II3 

Chiddingtone 

49'3 

Edenbridge  and  detached  part 
of  Hever  ... 

6 1  0 

10 

Hever 

49’3 

Brasted, Westerham,  Chidding- 

stone,  Edenbridge  and 
detached  parts  of  Brasted 
and  Chiddingstone 

858-2 

227 

Kemsing  ... 

49*1 

Ash  and  Stanstead 

50-0 

. . . 

Leigh 

49*3 

Tonbridge  Rural  and  Bid- 
borough  ... 

984 

37 

Penshurst 

49*3 

Chiddingstone  and  Leigh 

71-9 

«  • 

The  POPULATION  of  the  Sevenoaks  Rural  District, 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  1913.  was  24,342,  being  an  increase  of  139  on 
the  estimated  population  of  1912,  and  of  313  on  the  census  population  of 

1911. 


The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  District  amounted  to  472, 
including  274  of  males  and  198  of  females.  To  this  number  are  added  5 
births,  which  took  place  outside  the  District  of  children  born  of  parents 
with  a  fixed  place  of  residence  in  the  District,  while  2  births  are  deducted 
of  children  whose  parents  had  a  fixed  place  of  residence  elsewhere. 

The  nett  number  of  births  was  therefore  475  (274  male  and  201 
female),  which  gives  a  Birth-Rate  of  IQ'S  i,ooo  of  population,  as 
compared  with  i8'0  in  1912  and  18*6  in  1911. 
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Two  hundred  and  sixty-four  deaths  were  registered  in  the  District, 
135  of  males  and  129  of  females.  To  this  number  are  added  the  deaths  of 
36  persons  belonging  to  the  District  and  who  died  outside  its  area,  while  13 
deaths  are  deducted  of  persons  dying  in  the  District,  and  who  had  a  fixed 
place  of  residence  elsewhere. 

The  nett  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  District  was  287  (145 
male  and  142  female),  givinga  Death-Rate  of  11-7  per  1,000  of  popula- 
tion,  as  compared  with  io'8  in  1912  and  io’6  in  1911. 

Nine  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  one  or  other  of  the  following 


epidemic  diseases,  viz. : — 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years)  ...  4 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping-cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Small-pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 
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The  Death-rate  from  these  Epidemic  Diseases  was  0  37 

per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with  0*45  in  1912  and  in  igii. 

The  Infant  Mortality,  t.e^  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  registered  births  was  78,  as  compared 
with  50  in  1912  and  84  in  1911. 

The  Mid  wives  Act,  igo2,  is  administered  directly  by  the  Kent 
County  Council. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  not  been  adopted. 

No  cases  of  ophthalmia  in  the  newly-born  have  come  to  my  notice. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1913  was  23  9 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  is  o*i  per  1,000  above  the  rate  in  1912, 
but  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on  record.  Compared  with  the 
average  in  the  ten  years,  1903-1912,  the  birth-rate  in  1913  showed  a 
decrease  of  2*4  per  i,ooo.  ‘  ^ 
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The  death-rate  in  1913  was  ly']  per  1,000,  which  w^s  0*4  per  1,000 
above  the  rate  in  1912;  compared  with  the  average  rate  in  the  ten  years, 
1903-1912,  the  death-rate  in  1913  showed  a  decrease  of  i'2  per  1,000. 

The  rate^of  mortality  among  infants,  measured  by  the  proportion  of 
deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  registered  births,  was  equal  to  109  per 
1,000,  which  is  14  per  1,000  above  ihe  rate  in  igi2. 

V 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  between  the  rates  for  this 
District  and  those  for  England  and  Wales  : — 


Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Infant 

Mortality. 

Epidemic 

Disease 

Death-rate. 

England  and  Wales 

33-9 

137 

109 

1*20 

Sevenoaks  Rural  ... 

i9'5 

11*7 

78 

0*37 

The  birth-rate  shows  an  improvement  on  the  rates  for  1911  and 
1912,  but  is  still  4*4  below  that  for  the  country  generally. 

The  death-rate,  rate  of  infant  mortality  and  the  death-rate  from  the 
stated  epidemic  diseases  are,  however,  respectively  2*0,  31,  and  0*83  below 
the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  thus  showing  the  vital 
statistics  for  the  district  to  be  very  satisfactory. 


A.  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Acts,  1889  and  1899, 
the  following  diseases  are  compulsorily  notifiable  in  the  District,  viz.  : — 
Small-pox,  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup,  Erysipelas,  the  disease 
known  as  Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina,  and  the  Fevers  known  by  any  of  the 
following  names  :  Typhus,  Typhoid  or  Enteric,  Relapsing,  Continued  and 
Puerperal. 
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By  a  General  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  No.  58,962, 
dated  15th  August,  1912,  the  diseases  known  as  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  and 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  were  also  made  compulsorily  notifiable. 

By  a  General  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  19th 
December,  1912,  the  following  Regulations,  viz.,  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908;  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis  in 
Hospitals)  Regulations,  1911  ;  and  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regu¬ 
lations,  191 1,  were  revoked  and  substituted  by  the  Public  Health  (Tuber¬ 
culosis)  Regulations,  1912.  These  last  named  Regulations  came  into 
operation  on  the  ist  of  February,  1913,  and  had  the  effect  o(  making  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  compulsorily  notifiable  on  and  after  that  date. 

During  the  year  1913,  123  cases  were  notified,  as  against  150  in  the 
previous  year,  and  comprised  19  of  Diphtheria,  14.  of  Erysipelas,  22  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  6  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis,  i  of  Poliomyelitis,  i  of 
Paratyphoid  Fever,  41  of  Phthisis  (consumption  of  the  lungs),  and  19  of 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

SCARLET  FEVER  fell  from  41  non-fatal  cases  in  1912  to 
22  in  1913,  which  were  spread  over  the  year  in  point  of  time  and  locality 
thus  : — 

Cases 


January 

3 

Chipstead  2,  Shoreham  i 

February 

3 

Westerham  3 

March 

I 

Westerham  i 

May 

6 

Sundridge  6 

June 

I 

Chevening  i 

July 

2 

Chcvening  i,  Westerham  i 

September  ... 

2 

Chevening  2 

October  .... 

2 

Westerham  i,  Dunton  Green  i 

November 

2 

Hcver  i,  Leigh  i 

Total 

22 

cases 
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Age  periods  at  which  cases  were  notified  : — 


1-5  years 

5-15  years  15-25  years 

5 

15 

2  ...  22  cases. 

At  no  time  during 

the  year 

did  the  disease  assume  an  epidemic 

form  and  but  few  houses 

were  infected,  as  in 

some  instances  several 

cases  occurred  in  the  same 

house,  th 

us, 

during  January 

2  cases  occurred  in 

one  family  at  Chipstead 

,,  Feb  and  March  . 

.  4 

)) 

,,  Westerham 

,,  May... 

•  5 

n 

„  Ide  Hill 

,,  June,  July  &  Sept 

‘  4 

) ) 

,,  Chevening 

All  the  patients  were  treated  in  hospital. 

DIPHXHERIA  also  showed  a  decided  decrease  from  32  cases 

with  2  deaths  in  1912  to 

19  cases 

(one  fatal)  in  1913  which  occurred  as 

follows  : — 

Cases 

January 

2 

Brasted  i, 

Shoreham  i 

February 

I 

Chipstead 

April 

1 

Penshurst 

May 

I 

Riverhead 

June 

2 

Brasted  i, 

Edenbridge  i 

August 

3 

Penshurst 

September  . . . 

4 

Chiddingstone  2,  Hever  i,  Brasted  i 

October 

3 

Chipstead  i 

,  Seal  1,  Penshurst  i 

November  ... 

2 

Cowden  i, 

Westerham  i 

Total 

19  cases 

Age  periods  of  cases  and  death  : — 

1-5  5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

years  years 

years 

years 

years 

2  6 

6 

4 

I  ...  19  cases 

I  death 
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The  fatal  case  was  that  of  a  girl  aged  9  years,  notified  from  Pens- 
hurst,  on  April  ist  and  who  died  at  home  the  same  day.  A  horse  was 
stabled  on  the  premises  daily  and  a  discharge  was  noticed  from  its  mouth 
and  it  was  suggested  that  this  might  have  been  the  cause  of  the  case. 
Specimens  of  the  saliva  were  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Maidstone 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  although  bacilli  resembling  diphtheria 
bacilli  were  present,  the  true  organism  was  not  found.  The  horse  was 
brought  home  to  Tonbridge  and  isolated,  and  I  saw  it  several  times  with 
Mr.  Gregory,  Veterinary  Surgeon.  It  had  a  growth  in  its  throat  and  was 
destroyed  later  on  and  the  post  mortem  examination  showed  that  the 
growth  in  the  position  it  was,  probably  accounted  for  the  symptoms 
noticed  while  it  w'as  at  Penshurst. 

This  case  was  very  properly  closely  inquired  into  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Prior,  and  unless  this  had  been  done,  the  source  of  the 
disease  would  have  been  locally  attributed  to  the  horse  without  hesitation. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  horses,  dogs,  cats,  pigeons,  etc.,  do  not  have  the 
same  disease  as  diphtheria  in  the  human  being,  although  from  time  to  time 
rumours  to  that  effect  get  spread.  The  warm  mucous  membrane  of  the 
nose  may  o('casionally  act  as  a  suitable  cultivation  medium  for  the  diph¬ 
theria  bacillus  and  I  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  obtained  true  diph¬ 
theria  bacilli  from  the  nose  of  a  cat,  the  animal  being  quite  well;  but  in 
these  cases,  the  cat  probably  acquired  the  germs  from  the  human  patient 
and  under  ordinary  circumstances  would  not  retain  them  long  and  the  idea 
of  healthy  domestic  animals  which  are  properly  fed  and  kept  clean 
doing  much  toward  promoting  infectious  disease  is  not  warranted  by  ex¬ 
perience  or  by  experiment. 

The  case  notified  at  Edenbridge  in  June,  was  of  a  young  woman 

in  service  at  Tunbridge  Wells  who  was  removed  from  her  employer’s 

house  to  her  home  at  Edenbridge  by  cab  and  train  on  June  28th.  On 

the  following  day  a  letter  was  received  bv  the  local  Medical  Attendant 
from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Tunbridge  Wells,  that  a  swab  had 

been  taken  from  the  patient’s  throat  wdiich  proved  positive.  -  I  made  full 

inquiries  of  the  Borough  Authorities  and  of  the  Medical  Attendant  who 
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saw  the  patient  at  Tunbridge  Wells,  and  a  satisfactory  explanation  was 
given  by  both,  the  girl  having  been  sent  home  by  the  employer  (in 
ignorance  of  the  fact  that  she  was  suffering  from  diphtheria)  and  without 
the  knowledge  of  either  Medical  Attendant  or  the  Health  Authorities. 

The  case  notified  from  Penshurst  in  October  was  also  undoubtedly 
contracted  in  Tunbridge  Wells.  The  patient  was  again  a  young  servant 
who  visited  her  parents  at  Penshurst  and  attended  at  the  surgery  of 
a  local  medical  man,  when  a  swab  was  taken  from  her  throat,  and  she 
returned  to  her  employment  by  cycle  the  same  day.  The  result  of  the 
examination  was  positive,  and  she  was  subsequently  removed  to  the 
Borough  Isolation  Hospital. 

Thirteen  of  the  patients  notified  were  treated  in  hospital. 

ENTERIC  FEVER.  No  actual  case  was  notified  as 
against  7  cases,  with  i  death,  in  the  previous  year. 

A  girl,  aged  ii  years,  was  notified  as  suffering  from  Paratyphoid 
Fever  in  October,  at  Hever,  and  w'as  kept  isolated  and  under  medical 
observation  at  home  until  recovery,  and  the  same  precautions  taken  with 
regard  to  disinfection,  &c.,  as  in  a  case  of  Enteric  Fever. 

ERYSIPELAS.  Fourteen  non-fatal  cases  were  reported  as 
compared  with  ii  in  the  previous  year.  With  the  exception  of  one  case 
(a  boy  aged  8  years)  the  patients  were  all  adults. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER.  No  cases  occurred.  There 
were  2  non-fatal  cases  reported  in  igi2. 

SMALL-POX.  It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  no  cases  of 
this  disease  have  occurred  since  December,  1903. 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS  &  ACUTE 
ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS  are  now,  by  the  General 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  of  August  i6th,  1912,  compulsorily 
notifiable. 
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Seven  cases  in  four  different  families  were  notified,  six  as  Cerebro- 
Spinal  Meningitis  and  one  (the  last)  as  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  during  the 
months  of  May  and  June,  at  Westerham.  Five  were  girls  and  two  boys, 
varying  in  age  from  a  little  over  2  to  1 1  years. 

There  was  no  apparent  inter-communication  between  the  families, 
but  two  of  the  houses  were  only  some  200  yards  apart,  and  all  the  cases 
were  within  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  each  other. 

Cases  I.  and  II.  were  a  brother  and  sister,  aged  respectively  ii  and 
8  years,  notified  by  Dr.  Russell  and  removed  to  the  Otford  Isolation 
Hospital  on  May  29th.  The  cases  were  recognised  early  and  the 
diagnosis  was  confirmed  by  Dr.  E.  G,  Fearnsides,  of  the  London 
Hospital. 

Lumbar  puncture  was  performed  and  some  of  the  cerebro-spinal 
fluid  obtained  was  submitted  to  Dr.  Bullock  (London  Hospital),  and 
some  to  Dr.  Ponder,  at  the  Kent  County  Laboratory,  Maidstone. 

The  characteristic  diplococcus  of  Weichselbaum  was  not  found  by 
either  bacterologist,  although  re-examinations  were  made. 

Anti-meninggoccic  serum  was  administered  and  lumbar  puncture 
repeated  but  the  cases  were  very  severe  and  the  boy  died  on  June  2nd. 

The  girhs  condition  also  appeared  to  be  hopeless  and  was  very  dis¬ 
tressing,  but  in  10  days  she  began  to  improve  and  was  discharged  from  the 
Hospital  about  a  month  later.  Her  condition  then  had  much  improved. 
Later  on  she  had  massage  and  attended  at  the  Orthopedic  Hospital  in 
London.  At  the  end  of  1913  and  begining  of  1914,  she  still  walked  with 
a  stick  and  could  not  put  her  heel  to  the  ground.  In  addition  to  the 
parents  and  patients  there  were  also  three  sons,  aged  16,  13  and  6  years 
who  kept  perfectly  well. 

Cases  III.,  IV.  and  V.  were  two  sisters  and  a  brother  aged  respec¬ 
tively  5,  2,  and  3^  years,  notified  by  Dr.  Maude,  on  May  31st.  These  were 
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of  a  different  type  from  the  first  cases,  the  cerebral  symptoms  being  slight 
but  the  muscular  symptoms  (including  squint)  were  very  apparent.  These 
made  fairly  good  recoveries  at  the  time,  Near  the  end  of  the  year^  how¬ 
ever,  they  contracted  influenza  and  the  after-effects  appeared  to  be  felt  a 
good  deal  by  the  two  elder  ones,  the  nervous  symptoms  returned  and  they 
continued  to  be  very  irritable  and  the  boy  at  times,  especially  if  co-erced, 
squinted  again.  The  youngest  remained  all  right  and  only  had  influenza 
slightly  with  no  after  effects. 


Case  VI.  was  a  little  girl,  aged  3  years  and  ii  months,  and  was 
notified  by  Dr.  Cotton.  She  was  not  well  on  5th  June,  and  was  feverish 
on  the  6th,  and  when  I  saw  her  with  Dr.  Cotton  on  the  loth,  the  only 
appearance  was  lameness  of  the  left  leg,  the  sole  of  the  foot  on  that  side 
being  somewhat  inverted  and  there  was  slight  inequality  in  the  eye  muscles. 
A  brother,  aged  5^,  had  been  constantly  with  her  so  I  recommended  them 
both  to  be  isolated  and  they  went  to  the  Hospital  on  the  nth  of  June. 
The  boy  remained  perfectly  well  and  went  home  in  about  a  week.  There 
were  no  other  children.  The  paralysis  in  the  little  girl  was  very  persis¬ 
tent,  and  despite  further  suitable  treatment  in  a  London  Hospital  and  a 
Sweedish  exercise  course,  she  still  limps. 


Case  VII.  was  a  girl  aged  5  years  and  occurred  in  a  family  consisting 
of  the  parents,  three  boys  aged  respectively  12,  7,  and  3,  and  one  girl  aged 
8.  Sue  began  suddenly  in  the  early  morning  of  the  19th  June,  with  sick¬ 
ness  and  headache  and  when  seen  later,  had  a  temperature  of  ioi'2.  I 
saw  her  with  Dr.  Cotton  on  the  afternoon  of  June  23rd,  and  she  was  re¬ 
moved  to  Hospital  on  the  following  day.  As  illustrating  the  extreme 
drowsiness  sometimes  occurring  in  the  earlier  stages  of  these  cases,  Mr. 
Fitt,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  informed  me  that,  when  the  nurse  with  the 
ambulance  came  to  fetch  the  patient  to  the  Hospital,  she  was  temporarily 
missing,  but  was  found  fast  asleep  in  an  arm  chair  and  very  drowsy  and 
difficult  to  awaken.  By  July  gth,  she  had  improved  immensely  and  could 
walk  quite  well.  She  was  in  good  health  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


The  mode  in  which  these  diseases  are  communicated,  has  so  far  not 
been  very  well  understood  but  while  uncertainty  exists,  I  have  deemed  it 
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advisable  to  err  on  the  safe  side  and  adopted  the  strictest  precautionary 
measures,  including  the  application  of  suitable  antiseptics  to  the  mouths, 
noses  and  throats  of  contacts.  For  this  latter  purpose  peroxide  of 
hydrogen  was  mostly  used.  After  the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  the 
houses  were  disinfected  and  cleansed  and  inquiries  were  made  periodically 
as  to  the  health  of  the  remaining  inmates  for  about  a  fortnight. 

As  regards  school  attendance,  one  was  too  young  to  attend  school, 
four  attended  the  infant  school,  one  the  girls’  school,  and  one  the  boys 
school  at  Hosey  Hill. 

The  last  attendances  were  on  Friday,  i6th  May,  (when  the  schools 
closed  for  the  Whitsuntide  holidays),  and  the  children  re-assembled  on 
Monday,  26th  May.  The  schools  were  closed  after  the  occurence  of  the 
first  case  (May  29th),  and  remained  closed  till  July  nth. 

I  conferred  with  the  School  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  Greenwood),  and 
when  the  schools  opened  on  Monday,  July  14th,  Dr  Fox,  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer,  examined  the  children  and  found  no  ground  for  suspicion 
of  the  existence  of  the  disease,  and  I  examined  them  a  few  days  later  with 
the  same  result. 

The  schools  were  both  disinfected  and  cleaned  throughout  and  I 
picked  out  a  number  of  books  and  manuscripts  which  might  have  been 
used  by  the  patient  and  these  were  destroyed,  while  other  school  books, 
etc.,  were  disinfected  as  well  as  books  can  be  without  injury. 

All  this  was  supervised  by  Mr.  Fitt  who  spared  no  pains  or  trouble 
during  the  outbreak  which,  though  small,  entailed  a  large  amount  of  work. 

I  had  several  communications  with  Dr.  Reece  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board,  who  kindly  advised  me  on  several  matters  connected  with  this 
outbreak. 

TUBERCULOSIS  in  all  its  forms  caused  21  deaths  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  19  in  1912,  and  27  in  1911.  Of  these  21 
deaths,  19  were  certified  as  due  to  Phthisis  (consumption  of  the  lungs), 
as  against  14  in  1912,  and  18  in  1911. 
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The  Death-rate  from  all  forms  of  the  disease  was  0‘86,  and 
the  Phthisis  death-rate  0*78  per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with 
rates  of  o'yp  and  0'58  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  Table  gives  a  comparison  of  the  rates  for  this 
District,  and  those  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  five  years,  1907-1911 
beyond  which  the  comparative  figures  for  the  country  generally  are  not  at 
present  available. 


1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

I9I  I 

1912 

1913 

Tuberculosis 

(all  forms) 

England  &  Wales  ... 

I  '61 

1-58 

i‘54 

1-43 

I  *46 

. . . 

•  •  • 

Sevenoaks  Rural 
Death  Rate 

No.  of  Deaths  ... 

I'I2 

26 

I  12 

26 

0*99 

^3 

073 

17 

1*12 

27 

0*79 

19 

0*86 

21 

Phthisis. 

England  &  Wales  ... 

UI4 

UI2 

i’09 

I'02 

1*08 

•  •  • 

«  •  f 

Sevenoaks  Rural 

Death  Rate 

No.  of  Deaths  . . . 

0-82 

19 

o’6o 

14 

o’64 

15 

0-56 

13 

0*74 

18 

0-58 

14 

0*78 

19 

Notice  of  the  1912  Regulations  coming  into  force  was  given  to  each 
Medical  Practitioner  in  the  area,  and  notification  forms  as  prescribed  were 
issued  by  your  Clerk. 

The  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  regard  to  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  are  laid  down  as  follows  : — 

Article  XI. — (i)  A  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  receipt  of  a  notifi¬ 
cation  which  has  been  erroneously  addressed  to  him  by  a  Medical  Practi- 
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tioner,  shall  forthwith  transmit  the  notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  whom  the  notification  ought,  in  pursuance  of  these  Regulations, 
to  have  been  addressed,  and  shall  at  the  same  time  inform  the  Medical 
Practitioner  that  he  has  done  so,  and  sliall  give  to  him  the  name  and 
address  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  whom  the  notification  has  been 

sent. 


(2)  Every  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  cause  to  be  entered  in  a 
Register  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose  the  full  particulars  contained 
in  every  notification  received  by  him  under  these  Regulations,  and  relating 
to  a  person  whose  place  of  residence  or  place  of  destination  is  situate 
within  the  District  for  which  he  is  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  said 
Register  shall  be  kept  in  the  custody  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
shall  not  be  open  to  inspection  by  any  person  other  than  a  person  specially 
authorised  by  resolution  of  the  Local  Authority,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Administrative  County  within  which  the  District  is  situate, 
a  School  Medical  Inspector  for  any  area  within  which  the  District  is  situate, 
or  an  Officer  of  any  Government  Department  authorized  in  that  respect  by 
that  Department. 


Every  notification  and  every  document  relating  to  a  person  notified 
under  these  Regulations  shall  be  regarded  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  by  every  person  who  has  access  thereto,  as  confidential. 


(3)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable  after 
the  end  of  each  week,  send  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  County  within  which  the  District  is  situate  a  statement  of  every 
notification  received  by  him  during  the  week  in  pursuance  of  these  Regula¬ 
tions  and  relating  to  a  person  whose  place  of  residence  is  situate  within 
the  District  for  which  he  is  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  statement 
shall  show'  on  w'hich  Form  the  notification  was  made,  and  shall  contain  the 
information  in  regard  to  each  person  which  wms  given  in  the  notification. 


(4)  Any  expenses  incurred  by  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
carrying  out  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  this  Article  shall  be  defrayed 
by  the  Local  Authority  of  the  District  for  which  he  is  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 
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Article  XIL— Upon  the  receipt  of  a  notification  under  these  Regula¬ 
tions  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  an  Officer  of  the  Local  Authority 
acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  shall  make 
such  inquiries  and  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  or  desirable  for  investi¬ 
gating  the  source  of  infection,  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infection,  and 
for  removing  conditions  favourable  to  infection. 

Provided  that  nothing  in  this  Article  shall  be  deemed  to  authorise 
a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  other  Officer  to  take  any  of  the  steps  herein 
mentioned  at  any  Institution  other  than  one  belonging  to  the  Local 
Authority,  except  with  the  consent  of  the  Managers  of  that  Institution. 

Notification  under  the  older  Regulations  continued  through  the 
month  of  January,  1913’  5  rtotifications  of  Phthisis  being  received — i  under 
the  “Tuberculosis  in  Hospitals  “  and  4  under  the  “Tuberculosis^^  Regula¬ 
tions,  1911. 

During  the  whole  year  75  notifications  were  received  relating  to  60 
persons,  of  whom  41  were  suffering  from  Pulmonary,  and  19  from  other 
forms  of  tuberculosis.  Of  these  41  pulmonary  cases  7  died  during  the  year 
and  of  the  other  forms  i  died. 

Of  the  total  21  deaths,  8  were  of  males  and  13  of  females,  and 
the  fatal  age-periods  were  as  follows  : — 


Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under 

2  years. 

2  and 
under 

5  year*. 

5  and 
under 

15  years 

15  and 
under 

25  years 

25  and 
under 
45  years 

45  and 
under 
65  years 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Total 

Deaths. 

I 

I 

I 

2 

4 

7 

4 

I 

21 

16 


B.  Non  Notifiable  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. 

measles.  Only  two  deaths  resulted  fro m  this  complaint — 
both  in  March — one  at  the  Union  Workhouse  of  a  child  aged  4,  and  the 
other  at  Brasted  of  a  boy  aged  g.  This  is  very  satisfactory,  for  the 
disease  was  very  prevalent  during  an  inclement  part  of  the  year  in  the 
parishes  of  Sundridge,  Edenbridge,  Chiddingstone,  Riverhead,  Hever, 
Brasted  and  Westerham,  rendering  it  necessary  to  close  nine  schools. 


,  WHOOPING-COUGH.  The  same  applies  to  this  disease, 
though  to  a  less  extent.  Two  deaths  of  infants  resulted  one  in  March 
at  Chiddingstone,  and  one  in  July  at  the  Union  Workhouse  of  a  child 
belonging  to  the  Weald.  Two  schools  were  closed  on  account  of 
Whooping-cough,  the  Chiddingstone  Causeway  and  the  Scvenoaks  Weald 
Council  Schools. 

DIARRHCEA  AND  ENTERITIS  (under  2  years) 

caused  four  deaths  of  infants  under  i  year — i  in  January  at  Shoreham, 
I  in  June  at  Halstead,  i  in  August  at  Crockham  Hill,  and  i  in  Septembf*r 
at  Edenbridge. 


INFLUENZA.  Five  deaths  were  scheduled  under  this 
heading — all  adults. 


C.  Other  Diseases. 

CANCER,  Reference  to  Table  3  will  show  that  26  deaths 
were  due  to  this  disease,  equal  to  a  rate  of  1*07  per  1,000  of  population,  as 
compared  with  a  similar  number  of  deaths  and  death-rate  in  1912. 
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The  following"  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  and  death-rates 
for  this  District  for  the,  years  1907 — 1913,  with  the  comparctive 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  up  to  191I;  beyond  which  year  the  latter  are 
not  at  present  available. 


1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

191 1 

1912 

1913 

England  and  Wales 

o'9i 

0‘92 

o‘96 

0-97 

o’99 

Sevenoaks  Rural  ... 

Death-rate 

00 

b 

I-I3 

I-2I 

I ‘04 

1-17 

1  ‘07 

I-OJ 

No.  of  Deaths. . . 

20 

26 

28 

24 

28 

26 

26 

HOSPITAL  ISOLATION. 

For  purposes  of  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  infectious  diseases, 
the  Sevenoaks  Rural  District  Council’s  area  is  divided  into  tw'o  carts. 


North  and  South. 

The  North  Isolation  Hospital 
parishes  of : — 

Brasted 

Chevening 

Dunton  Green 

Halstead 

Kemsing 

Otford 


at  Otford  receives  patients  from  the 

Riverhead 

Seal 

Sevenoaks  Weald 
Shoreham 
Sundridge 
Westerham 
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The  South  Isolation  Hospital  at  Hever  receives  patients  from  the 
parishes  of : — 


Chiddingstone  Hever 

Cowden  Leigh 

Edenbridge  Penshurst 

Each  hospital  is  capable  of  accommodating  12  adult  patients  in 

permanent  brick  buildings  giving  to  each  patient  an  area  of  somewhat 
over  2,000  c.  feet  of  air  space,  and  this  not  measuring  more  than  13  feet 
in  height 

At  Otford  there  is  accommodation,  if  required,  for  at  least  six  more 
patients  in  wooden  buildings  and  Berthon  tents. 

Forty  three  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  treated  in  the  Hospitals 
during  the  year,  and  were  admitted  as  follows  :  — 


HEVER  HOSPITAL. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro¬ 

spinal 

Meningitis 

Polio-  i 
myelitis.  | 

Total 

April 

«  •  » 

I 

•  •  • 

1 

I 

May 

6 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

6 

June 

I 

•  ♦  • 

I 

August 

0 

0 

«  •  • 

3 

September 

I 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

1 

November 

2 

I 

f  •  • 

3 

Hever  Totals 

8 

6 

I 

1 

1  •  ♦  • 

1 

1 

15 

19 


OXFORD  HOSPITAL. 


January  ... 

3 

I 

•  •  • 

4 

February 

j 

r 

.  4  . 

4  4  4 

4 

March 

I 

.  .  - 

... 

1 

M  ay  . 

I 

•  •  • 

5 

.  .  . 

6 

J  n  n  e 

I 

I 

I 

1 

4 

Jnly  . 

2 

.  .  . 

2 

September 

2 

I 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

October  ... 

2 

I 

.  .  » 

»  •  « 

•  «  4 

3 

November 

I 

I 

Otford  Totals 

7 

6 

I 

28 

Total 

Whole  District 

22 

13 

I 

6 

I 

43  1 

In  addition  to  these,  one  suspicious  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  also 
taken  into  Otford  Hospital  for  observation. 
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CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  AIDS 
TO  DIAGNOSIS. 

Eighty-seven  specimens  were  submitted  for  examination  for  the 
detection  of  infectious  disease  organisms,  85  examinations  being  made 
at  the  Kent  County  Council  Laboratories,  Maidstone,  and  2  at  the 
Clinical  Research  Association’s  Laboratories.  The  results  were  : 


Specimens  for  diagnosis  of : 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Diphtheria 

31 

47 

78 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

I 

— 

I 

Phthisis  ... 

— 

7 

7 

Ringworm 

— 

I 

I 

Total 

32 

55 

87 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

y\s  from  ist  April,  1913,  the  Parish  of  Sevenoaks  Weald  was 
transferred  to  the  Southern  half  of  the  District  for  the  purposes  of 
sanitary  work  and  house  inspection.  This  District  is  now  divided  thus  : — 

No  I  NORTH  AREA.  —  Mr.  A.  H.  Fitt,  Sanitary  Inspector:  — 


Parishes 

1911  Population 

1911  Area 

I. 

Brasted 

•  •  • 

1,396 

4,449 

2. 

Chevening 

•  •  • 

1,039 

3.893 

3- 

Dunton  Green 

•  •  . 

1,411 

1 ,026 

4- 

Halstead 

•  •  • 

560 

923 

5- 

Kemsing 

•  •  t 

715 

1,909 

6. 

Otford 

•  •  " 

821 

1,780 

7* 

Riverhead 

•  .  • 

899 

J ,  106 

8. 

Seal 

.  .  • 

1.523 

4  445 

9- 

Shoreham 

1,490 

5.599 

10. 

Sundridge 

•  •  • 

2,015 

4,141 

1 1. 

Westerham 

. . . 

3,049 

5.804 

Totals 

•  •  • 

...  14,918 

35.075 
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No.  2  SOUTH  AREA. — Mr.  J.  N.  Prior,  Sanitary  inspector: — 


Parishes 

12.  Cliiddino^stone 

13.  Cowden 

14.  Edenbridge  ... 

15.  Hever 

j6.  Leigh  ,  . 

17.  Penshurst 

18.  Weald 

Totals 


Population 

Area 

LI39 

5,980 

735 

3,260 

2,993 

5.329 

65 » 

2,660 

1,149 

4,026 

L572 

4,567 

872 

2439 

9,1  II 

28,261 

The  North  part  of  the  District  was  without  an  Ins[)ector  from  loth 
October,  1912,  to  the  end  of  February,  1913,  owing  to  Mr.  Fowler  having 
ceased  to  carry  on  work  since  the  former  date. 


During  January  and  February  of  1913  the  whole  of  the  v\ork  was 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Prior  and  my^self,  and  during  that  time  the  nuisances 
found  and  abated  (nearly  all  by  informal  notices)  were  as  follows  : 


Chevening 

Brasted 

Otford 

Westerham 

Shoreham 

Sundridge 

Kemsing 

Seal 


4 
7 

14 

9 

5 
4 


Total 


Mr.  A.  H.  Fitt,  Inspector  to  the  Croydon  Rural  District  Council  w^as 
appointed  in  Mr.  Fowler’s  place,  and  commenced  his  duties  on  March  ist, 

1913- 


22 


Mv  inspections  in  the  District  during  the  year  have  been  very 
numerous,  and  in  addition  to  those  connected  with  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease  have  include  the  following:  —  Edenbridge  Sewage  Works  on  many 
occasions,  Leigh  Sewage  Works,  dilapidated  property  at  Shoreharn, 
Westerham,  Halstead,  Kemsing,  Seal,  and  Otford,  and  the  Fruit  Pickers’ 
Huts  at  Seal  and  Halstead. 

The  position  of  the  District  with  regard  to  the  more  important  of 
the  Adoptive  Acts  is  as  follows:  —  Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890,  was  adopted  (as  far  as  it  applies  to  Rural 
Districts)  in  January,  1903. 

None  of  the  following  are  in  force  : — 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Sec.  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  village  of  Fordcombe,  in  the  parish  of  Penshurst,  has  always  in 
dry  summers  suffered  from  a  shortage  of  water,  6  of  the  9  wells  there 
supplying  about  50  dwellings  often  failing  in  dry  weather,  and  thus  causing 
considerable  trouble  and  danger  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

Realizing  the  urgent  necessity  of  a  permanent  supply,  the  District 
Council  arranged  for  an  extension  of  the  mains  of  the  existing  supply 
from  the  village  of  Penshurst  to  Fordcombe,  and  application  was  made  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  by  the  District  Council  for  sanction  to 
borrow^  £1,^2^  to  carry  out  the  necessary  w'orks.  An  Inquiry  was  held 
into  the  matter  by  W.  M.  Cross,  Esq.,  M.Inst.  C.E.,  the  Inspector 
appointed  by  the  Board,  at  the  Village  Hall,  Penshurst,  on  the  7th 
August,  1913,  when  I  attended  and  gave  evidence  as  to  the  necessity  of 
the  proposed  w'orks. 

Hough  Beech,  in  the  parish  of  Chiddingstone,  has  also  felt  a 
shortage  of  water  during  summer  months,  and  I  have  also  examined 
samples  from  many  wells  which,  if  not  bad  enough  to  be  condemned,  w’ere 
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certainly  not  good  waters,  the  cause  often  being  that  the  wells  were  sunk 
in  the  blue  clay.  The  Council  urged  the  Limpsfield  and  Oxted  Water 
Company  to  extend  their  mains  to  supply  this  hamlet,  and  at  the  request 
of  the  Company  I  certified  in  the  month  of  October  that  the  supply  was 
then  unsatisfactory,  and  that  the  extension  of  the  Company’s  mains  was  in 
my  opinion  very  desirable. 

I  also  advocated  in  August  the  extension  of  the  Oxted  Water  Com¬ 
pany  s  mains  in  parts  of  Hever  as  an  improved  supply  is  required  at  many 
of  the  cottages. 

During  the  year  I  examined  20  samples  of  water,  18  being  of  well 
and  such  like  supplies,  and  2  of  the  public  supply  at  Riverhead.  Of  these 
18  samples,  14  were  unsatisfactory,  2  doubtful,  and  2  good  waters. 

I  made  a  full  bacteriological  examination  of  the  sample  from  River- 
head,  and  also  a  chemical  analysis,  the  results  of  both  being  quite 
satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

I  have  attended  several  meetings  of  the  Edenbridge  Sewage 
Disposal  Committee.  The  Committee  have  carried  out  the  greater  part 
of  the  work  as  suggested  by  me  last  year,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr 
Prior.  The  two  'beds  adjacent  to  the  sedimentation  tanks  have  been 
emptied  of  filtering  material  and  are  now  used  as  additional  precipitation 
tanks.  The  three  next  beds  have  been  cleaned  out,  refilled  with  sound 
graduated  clinker  and  fitted  with  revolving  sprinklers  made  by  Messrs. 
Tuke  and  Bell,  of  Tottenh  am.  These  are  worked  by  means  of  a  tipper 
which  discharges  the  precipitated  sewage  to  two  distributing  troughs  with 
serrated  edges,  and  which  as  they  revolve  give  a  very  even  distribution. 

The  north  part  of  the  land  has  been  drained  and  channels  cut 
between  the  drains,  through  which  there  is  a  slow  and  steadv  flow  of 
effluent  which  percolates  the  soil  and  after  entering  the  pipes  is  carried  to 
the  point  of  discharge. 

A  considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  and  I  am  anticipating 
still  more. 
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The  work  carried  out  by  the  Committee  was  so  evidently  required 
to  ^ive  the  existing  plant  a  chance  of  working  properly,  that  whatever 
the  result  may  be  the  moderate  expense  incurred  was  inevitable  and 
justifiable,  irrespective  of  any  future  arrangement  which  may  become 
necessary. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL  is  unde  rtaken  at  Westerham  by 
the  District  Council,  collections  being  made  b}’  a  local  contractor  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  the  village  of  Shoreham  some  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  disposing  of  refuse  by  throwing  it  into  the  river  Darenth, 
with  the  result  that  it  became  very  objecticnal,  and  in  my  opinion  a 
source  of  danger  to  health.  I  made  representation  in  September  to  the 
District  Council  of  the  urgent  need  of  making  a  weekly  collection  of 
house  refuse,  which  was  favourably  considered,  and  in  the  following 
month  I  was  instructed  to  inspect  a  site  on  which  it  was  proposed  by 
a  contractor  to  dispose  of  the  refuse.  I  did  not  consider  the  spot 
quite  suitable  and  suggested  a  better  one  on  the  same  farm,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

A  weekly  collection  was  commenced  on  November  17th,  1913,  by 
contract,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Inspector,  as  in  Westerham. 

I  consider  that  arrangements  for  refuse  collection  should  be 
established  in  Edenbridge,  as  the  present  methods  are  in  many  cases  very 
objectionable. 

REGULATIONS  AND  BYE-LAWS. 

The  following  are  in  force  : — 

Regulations  as  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  adopted  7th 
February,  1907,  and  coming  into  force  ist  April,  1907. 

Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  and  similar  structures 
used  for  human  habitation,  adopted  21st  July,  and  allowed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  i6th  September,  1910. 
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Bye-Laws  for  securing  the  decent  lodging  and  accomnnodation  of 
persons  engaged  in  hop-picking,  or  in  the  picking  of  fruit  and  vegetables, 
adopted  iith  November,  1909,  and  allowed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  the  loth  January,  1910. 

Bye-Laws  as  to  New  Buildings  were  adopted  on  January  30th, 
allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  came  into  force  on  and  after 
April  ist,  1913,  for  all  parishes  in  the  District. 


SCHOOLS. 


The  following  Schools  were  closed  during  the  year  for  the  periods, 
and  on  account  of  the  existence  of  infectious  diseases  amongst  the 
scholars,  viz.  : — 


SCHOOL. 

Dates  of  Closure. 

Disease. 

FROM 

TO 

Chevening  School 

Jan.  4 

Jan.  18 

Scarlet  Fever 

Chiddingstone  Causeway  School 

»  3' 

Feb.  22 

Whooping-cough 

Sundridge,  Ide  Hill  School 

Feb.  5 

Mch.  8 

Measles 

Edenbridge,  Haxted  Road  School  ... 

M  24 

,,  21 

Chiddingstone  Hoath  School 

Edenbridge,  Greybury  Presbyterian 

Mch.  1 1 

Apr.  5 

Measles  and 
Whooping-cough 

School 

31 

,,  26 

Measles 

Riverhead,  Earl  Amherst’s  (InfantT) 

n  31 

„  26 

) ) 

Hever,  Church  of  England  School  ... 

M  31 

„  26 

n 

Brasted,  Toys  Hill  School... 

n  17 

Mch.  2 1 

)) 

))  n  n  *  •  •  •  •  • 

M  31 

Apr.  19 

)  1 

VVesterham,  Crockham  Hill  School... 

Apr.  12 

May  3 

V 

Westerham  School 

May  30 

July  I  I 

Cerebro-bpinal 

Meningitis 

Leigh  School 

June  30 

July  19 

Measles 

Sevenoaks  Weald  Council  School  ... 

July  4 

Aug.  14 

W  h  oop  i  ng-cough 

All  were  closed  by,  or  with  the  consent  of,  the  School  Medical 
Officer — none  under  Section  57  of  the  Code. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  and  MILKSHOPS. 


The  following-  Table  shows  the  number  of  persons  on  the  Register 
in  December,  1913:  — 


Brasted  .. 

Ch  evening 
Dunton  Green 
Halstead 

Kemsingr 

Otford 

Riverhead 

Seal 

Shoreham 

Sundridge 

Westerham 

Chiddingtone 

Cowden  ... 

Edenbridge 

Hever 

Leigh 

Penshurst 

Weald 


6 

6 

4 

I 

7 

5 

4 

7 

5 

13 

II 

—  69 

9 

6 

16 

8 
8 

7 

6 

—  bo 

Total - 129 


It  has  been  found  necessary  to  serve  several  notices  respecting  the 
drainage  and  cleanliness  of  cowsheds  in  the  north  area  and  all  have  been 
complied  with. 

One  building  was  remodelled  in  the  South  area  and  notice  for 
cleansing  issued  in  two  cases. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


The  number  of  Slaugliter-houses  on  the  Register  is  as  follows  : — 


North  Area  (No.  i)  South  Area  (No.  2) 


Brasted  ... 

2 

Chiddingstone  ... 

I 

Chevenina; 

I 

Cowden  ... 

2 

Otford 

2 

Edenbridge 

1 

Riverhead 

I 

Hever 

I 

Seal 

2 

Leigh 

I 

Shoreham 

I 

Penshurst 

3 

Westerham 

4 

2  Reg.,  I  Licensed) 

13 

(12  Reg.,  3  Licensed) 

15 

Two  of  the  above 

premises 

at  Edenbridge  are  at  present  unoccupied 

It  has  been  neces.‘^ary  to  issue  notices  for  the  abatement  of  Nuis¬ 
ances  arising  from  defective  drainage,  flooring,  excessive  quantities  of 
offensive  accumulations,  and  want  of  cleansing  in  the  north  part  of  the 
district. 


No  tuberculous  or  otherwise  diseased  meat  has  been  detected. 
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HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &c.,  ACT,  1909. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  work  carried  out  in  1913,  under  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  A(t,  1909,  as  required  by  Article  V.  of  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  :  — 


I 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for 
the  purpose  of  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  ... 

No.  1 
Area 

39 

No.  2 
Area 

1  I 

Total 

50 

2 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection 
were  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

I 

0 

I 

3 

Number  of  representations  made  to  the  local 
authority  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders 

3 

0 

3 

4 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made 

I 

0 

I 

5 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  of  which 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders 

13 

0 

13 

6 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  the  making 
of  Closing  Orders  w^ere  put  in  a  lit  state  for 
liuman  habitation 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  dealt  with  under  Section 
15  of  the  Act 

! 

0 

1 

8 

Number  of  dw^elling  houses  dealt  with  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  dealt  with  by  simple 
requests  or  informal  notic'e 

13 

0 

^3 

10 

Number  of  dw^elling  houses  not  requiring  remedy  ... 

0 

0 

0 
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Matters  connected  with  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Sic.,  Act, 
1909,  are  now  primarily  dealt  with  by  two  Committees — the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  (Northern  and  Southern). 

Ttie  following  are  the  number  of  houses  inspected  in  each  parish  : — 


Parishes. 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected  in 

Totals. 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Brasted 

5 

4 

.  »  . 

9 

Chevening 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chiddingstone 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cowden 

2 

I 

I 

4 

Dunton  Green 

35 

6 

0 

41 

Edcnbridge  ... 

23 

20 

10 

53 

Halstead 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Hever 

0 

I 

0 

I 

Kemsing 

0 

19 

3 

22 

Leigh 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Olford 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Penshurst 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Riverhead 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Seal 

0 

0 

I 

I 

Shoreham 

6 

6 

16 

28 

Sundridge 

6 

0 

0 

6 

Weald 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Westerham  ... 

18 

0 

15 

33 

Totals 

100 

57 

50 

207 

Of  the  50  houses  inspected  under  the  Regulations  all  required 
some  repair  or  alteration.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  connected 
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with  13  had  been  completed  on  request  by  an  informal  notice,  i  under 
Section  15  of  Act,  and  i  by  the  issue  of  a  Closing  Order,  leaving  35 
at  the  end  of  the  year  in  hand  ;  the  work  in  many  of  these  was  begun  and 
in  some  nearly  completed, 

An  analysis  of  the  defects  found,  similar  to  that  which  I  made  last 
year,  shows  that  the  most  frequently  recurring  defects  are  dampness, 
unsatisfactory  paving  of  yards  and  structurally  defective  closets. 

The  dampness  was  frequently  due  to  defective  guttering,  pervious 
walls,  bad  roofs,  defective  chimneys  and  bad  condition  of  the  down  fall 
pii)es,  and  unsatisfactory  disposal  of  the  roof  water;  in  some,  absence  of 
a  damp  course  was  the  cause.  Overcrowding  was  noted  in  ii  cases.  Fhe 
ventilation  and  natural  light  was  good.  In  more  than  half  there  was  either 
no  sink  or  it  was  in  a  defective  condition.  Refuse  disposal  was  unsatis¬ 
factory  at  8  houses. 

An  inquiry  was  held  on  May  7th,  1913,  at  the  Iron  Room,  Chidding- 
stone  Causeway  (in  the  Parish  of  Chiddingstone),  by  C.  H.  Eyles,  Esq., 
F.S.I.,  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  into  an 
application  by  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Sevenoaks,  to  borrow  £1,200 
f(;r  the  purposes  of  a  scheme  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  for  the  erection  of  6  cottages  to  be  let  at  about  4  6  per 
week.  The  scheme  was  sanctioned,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  they  were 
well  advanced,  the  roofs  beine  on. 

The  Council  are  considering  the  necessity  for  the  erection  of 
cottages  in  other  villages  where  there  is  a  need. 

Several  cottages  have  been  closed  at  Shoreham  and  no  building  is 

11  on  privately  to  make  up  for  these. 

1  i 

In  parts  of  the  Parish  of  Sund ridge  cottages  will  undoubtedly  have  to 
be  condemned,  and  the  question  of  building  should  be  considered  before  the 

I  places  are  depopulated. 

;  I 

r 

Further  inspection  in  Westerham  will  probably  disclose  a  shortness 

i|l  in  that  locality. 

jii 

l!' 

I  . 

i'l 

'ii 

I: 

I 

■ii 

! 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

No  serious  breaches  of  this  Act  have  occurred  during  the  past  year. 
Any  work  required  has  been  carried  out  on  requisition,  and  there  has  been 
no  need  of  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 


The  following  is  a  classification  of  the  Workshops  and  Factories  in 
the  various  parishes  :  — 
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The  Reports  of  the  Sanitary  I  nspectors,the  statistical  tables  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the  table  required  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  recording  action  taken  under  the  Factory  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
are  appended. 


May  30th,  1^14. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SCOTT  TEW. 


TABLE 


I. 


Year. 

Population  estimated  to  Middle 
of  each  Year. 

1 

Biiths. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in  the 
District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Uncorrected  Number. 

Nett. 

Number. 

O 

4-3 

05 

Of  Non-residents  registered 
in  the  District. 

Of  Residents  not  Registered 
in  the  District. 

Under  1  year 
of  age. 

At  all  Age* 

Number. 

Rate. 

1 

Number. 

Rate  per  1,000  Nett 

Births. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1908 

23070 

534 

231 

266 

11-5 

4 

10 

39 

73 

272 

11-7 

1909 

23122 

— 

501 

21'6 

256 

no 

7 

12 

34 

67 

261 

112 

1910 

23176 

— 

471 

20-3 

235 

101 

11 

3 

30 

63 

227 

9-7 

1911 

24029 

451 

449 

18-6 

249 

10  3 

12 

19 

38 

84 

256 

10-6 

1912 

24203 

434 

436 

180 

254 

10-5 

8 

15 

22 

50 

261 

108 

1013 

24342 

472 

475 

19-5 

264 

10-8 

13 

36 

37 

78 

287 

11-7 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water), 63, 336 


Total  population  at  all  ages 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house 


24,029 

5,424 

4-4 


At  Census 
of  1911. 


: 


TABLE  III. 


- - - 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subioined  ages  of  “  Residents 

”  whether  occurring 

K  _ 

OJ  I-.  " 

(3  0  'll 

1 

within  or  without  the  District 

<D  -  ^ 

1 

1 

f-t 

?-i 

1  Causes  of  Death. 

I 

All  Ages. 

1  Under 

I  1  year. 

1  and  undei 

2  years. 

2  and  undei 
5  years. 

1 

j  5  and  undei 

1  15  years. 

1 

15  and  unde 

25  years. 

25  and  unde 

I  45  years. 

1  45  and  unde 
1  65  years. 

65  and  up¬ 

wards. 

^  53 c  0 
y  *5o  ,2 

S  ^  ”5 . 2 

P  C2  '  -2  0 

o-of- 

1  ,,  <1  Certified 

282  ( 

37 

•> 

O 

1 

5 

13 

11  1 

25 

47 

141 

46 

Ail  causeb  ^  Uncertified 

5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

I  Enteric  Fever  .. 

I  Small  Pox 

1  Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•> 

u 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

! 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

i 

4 

9 

Influenza 

5 

Cl 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous 

19 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

4 

1 

2 

Diseases 

1 

. . . 

.  .  . 

Career,  malignant 

1  Disease 

Rheuniatic  Fever 

26 

5 

... 

1 

1 

1 

4 

11 

1 

11 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Meningitis  . 

1  Organic  Heart  Disease 

2 

nl 

i 

j 

1 

1 

1 

'4 

1 

0 

25 

11 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

12 

I 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

15 

1  5 

2 

2 

0 

I  Other  Diseases  of 

•  Respiratory  Organs 

6 

1 

.  .  • 

... 

1 

... 

1 

3 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

4 

4 

*  • 

•  •  • 

I  Appendicitis  and 

1 

1 

I  Typhlitis 

2 

... 

X 

3 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

4 

.  . . 

.  . . 

. .  . 

Alcoholism 

1  Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

12 

1 

3 

8 

5 

1  Disease 

.  .  . 

•  «  . 

1  Puerperal  Fever 

Other  Accidents  and 

I  Diseases  of  Preg- 

1  nancy  and  Partu 

rition 

1 

1 

! 

i 

1 

.  .  . 

.  . 

I  Congenital  Debility  and 

I  Malformation,  in- 

I  eluding  Premature 

Birth 

14 

14 

.. 

•  •  1 

.  . 

1 

Violent  Deaths,  exclud 
I  ing  Suicide 

15 

1 

3  103 

1  4 

... 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

... 

Suicide 

Other  Defined  Disease. 
Diseases  ill-defined  o 

7 

1 

1 

’’i 

”2 

1 

6 

1 

17 

1 

69 

1 

22 

r 

3 

unknown  ... 

287 

37 

3 

5 

13 

11 

26 

51 

141 

47 

Sub-Entries  included  in  above  figures — 


14  (a)  Cerebro-spinal 
Meningitis 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

TABLE  IV. 


Cause  of  Death, 

Under  1  week. 

1 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

CO 

q:i 

o 

1 

ro 

Total  under 

4  weeks. 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  months. 

3  months  and 

under  6  months. 

6  months  and 

under  9  months. 

9  months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year. 

All  causes — certified. 

17 

1 

1 

19 

6 

7 

4 

1 

37 

Small  pox  . 

Chicken-pox . 

... 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

»  •  0 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

... 

... 

Whooping-cough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

... 

•  • 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  {not  Tuberculous) 

... 

... 

1 

Convulsions  ... 

Laryngitis  ... 

... 

... 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

... 

... 

2 

i 

1 

1 

5 

A 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

... 

... 

Q 

9 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

... 

‘k 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

1 

1 

3 

... 

1 

... 

A 

Injury  at  birth 

Atelectasis  ... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

i. 

L 

Premature  Birth 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus  ... 

Other  causes... 

6 

4 

3 

... 

... 

... 

6 

4 

3 

1 

3 

. . . 

.  .  . 

6 

4 

7 

17 

1 

... 

1 

19 

6 

7 

4 

1 

37 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  Legitimate,  444;  Illegitimate,  31. 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  Legitimate  Infants,  34. 

»  „  Illegitimate  Infants,  3. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  for  Health  for  the  year  1913,  for 

the  Rural  District  of  Sevenoaks. 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES,  AND  HOMEWORK. 

r.— IN^SFECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories— 

(Including  Factory  Laundries)  . 

39 

9 

Woikshops — 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

118 

19 

Nil. 

Workplaces — 

(Other  than  Outworkers'  premises  in¬ 
cluded  in  Part  3  of  this  Report  ... 

3 

Nil 

Total 

160 

28 

Nil 

2.— OEEECTS  EOXJN^D. 


- 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding .  ...  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances... 

(■insufficient 

Sanitary  Accommodation  j  unsuitable  or  defective... 

(.not  separate  for  sexes  ... 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts— 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouses  (s.  101) 
Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake¬ 
houses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

Other  offences — 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which 
are  included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

9 

11 

10 

3 

9 

11 

9 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

33 

32 

Nil 

Nil 

•Including  these  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


3.— Hoiv[£:  'yy'OK^K: 


Outworkers’  Lists,  Section  107.  outwork  in 


■ 

Lists  received  from  Employer 

3. 

tdO 

cl  G  ' 

UNWHOLESOME 

PREMISES, 

Nature  of  Work. 

Sending  twice  in 

Sending  once  in' 

0  0 

"C  CO  C 

SECTION  108. 

the  j'ear. 

the  year 

es  serve 

upiers  a 

ig  or  se: 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Outw'orkers. 

Instan- 

Notices 

Served. 

Wearing  Apparel— 

Lists. 

Con- 

trac’rs 

Work¬ 

men. 

Lists. 

Con- 

trac'rs. 

Work¬ 

men. 

Notic 

Occ 

keepir 

ces 

(1)  Making  Apparel 

(2)  Cleaning  &  Washing 

.  . 

1 

7 

7 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

Total 

... 

1 

.  7 

7 

... 

1 

1 

4.  — 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


CO 

<V 

CO 

09 

o 


c 

c3 

O 

a 


CO 

Oj 


o 

c/j 


A 

QJ 

CO 

O 

a> 

o3 


c/i 

Oh  Cm 
O  O 

"cO  ''/i 
O  O 


■T3 

CD 

_cd 

CD 


O; 


dJ 


rS 


P 

s 


Bakehouses 

Laundries 

Other  Trades  connected  with  clothini 
Various 

Workplaces  (various) 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

S.— Mil^TTERS. 


(  lass 


Matters  notified  to  II.M  Inspector  of  Factories — 

Fciilure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  133,  1901) 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  Il.'M. 
Inspector  as  remedi  ible  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under 
the  Factory  &  Workshop  Acts  (s.  5;1901 

Other  . 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s  101) — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  vear 


)  Notified  by  II.M.  Inspector 
'  Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspector. 


Nundjei'. 


I 


O 

O 


I. 


S.  TEW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May  30th,  Wlffi 
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Sanitary  Inspector's  Office, 
Burnside, 

Edenbridge, 

May  i8th,  igi4^ 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Third  Annual  Report.  The 
number  of  visits  made  in  the  several  parishes  comprising  the  South  part  of 
the  District,  were  as  follows  :-“Chiddingstone  42,  C owden  31,  Edenbridge 
219,  Hever  32,  Leigh  91,  Penshurst  57,  Weald  33. 

Infectious  Disease. — Seventeen  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have 
been  dealt  with,  viz.:  Scarlet  Fever  2,  Diphtheria  10,  Erysipelas  4,  Para¬ 
typhoid  I. 

Seven  of  the  above  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  the  rooms  dis¬ 
infected  and  disinfectants  supplied  for  cleansing. 

Tuberculosis. — Twenty-seven  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year,  18  of  which  were  Pulmonary.  By  the  advice  of  Dr.  Tew, 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a  shelter  was  supplied  and  erected  by  the 
Kent  Tuberculosis  Committee,  for  a  patient  at  Hever  who  has  greatly 
benefited  thereby.  All  the  residences  of  patients  are  perodically  inspected 
and  disinfectants  together  with  sputum  flasks  provided. 

Nuisances. _ The  number  of  nuisances  discovered  and  abated 

were  due  to  defects  as  follows:— 37  to  defective  drainage;  31  to  privies; 
27  to  cesspools;  14  to  accumulation  of  refuse;  18  to  absence  of  flushing 
apparatus;  3  to  dirty  pig  pounds;  4  to  ditches  in  a  foul  condition  and  3  to 

houses  in  a  dirty  condition. 

Complaints.— Thirty-nine  complaints  were  received  and  investi¬ 
gated  as  follows: — 18  related  to  cesspools;  4  to  stagnant  ponds;  5  to 
defective  drainage  ;  10  to  accumulation  of  refuse;  and  2  to  pigs  kept  in  a 

dirty  condition. 
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Sewage  Works. — Th6  Sewage  Outfall  Works  at  Kdenbridge  has 
been  further  improved  by  completing  the  work  which  was  recommeded  by 
the  Committee  in  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  1912. 
Three  sprinklers  have  been  fitted  and  the  north  part  of  the  farm  sub¬ 
drained,  a  check  valve  has  also  been  fixed  in  order  to  prevent  the  river 
(when  in  flood)  from  flowdng  into  the  sewmr  ;  further  suggestions  are  being 

considered  by  the  committee  and  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  work  during 
summer  of  1914. 

At  the  Leigh  Sewmge  W^orks  the  engine  house  has  developed  a 
crack  in  the  south-wmst  corner  of  the  building,  due  to  the  floods  experienced 
in  the  wdnter  months ;  the  advisability  of  strengthening  the  building  by 
fixing  a  steel  standard  has  been  considered  by  the  committee  and  the  work 
will  be  carried  out  during  the  coming  year. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  throughout  the  district  has 
received  considerable  attention,  in  several  cases  orders  have  been  given 
for  the  proper  covering  of  wells.  Eight  samples  of  water  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  Dr.  lew  for  analysis,  of  these,  6  proved  unfit  for  drinking 
purposes;  i  doubtful  and  1  satisfactory.  In  all  cases  the  necessary  steps 
have  been  taken  to  [)rovide  a  pure  supply. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  60  persons  on  the  register 
as  follows  ; — 

Purveyors 

Dairyman 

Cowkeepers,  Dairyman  and 
Purveyor 

CowTeepers  and  Purveyors 


In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  7  cowkeepers  who  are  exempt 
from  Registration  ;  the  cow^sheds  which  are  regularly  inspected,  are  gener¬ 
ally  clean.  At  one  farm  the  cowsheds  wmre  altered  in  order  to  ronform 
to  the  regulations  and  in  two  other  cases  notice  of  cleansing  was  served 
and  the  work  has  since  been  completed. 


4 

1 

2 

53 

60 
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Bakehouses. — Tliere  are  sixteen  bakehouses  in  the  district.  These 
have  been  inspected  and  v\dierc  necessary,  cleansed  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  15  Slaughter  Houses  o;  the 


Register  as  follows  : — 

Chiddingslone  ...  ...  i 

Cowden  ...  ...  2 

Edenbridge  ...  ...  7 

Hever  ...  ...  ...  i 

Leigh  ...  ...  I 

Penshurst  ...  ...  3 


15 

Two  of  these  are  unoccupied  ;  all  are  inspected  frequently  and  I 
have  not  found  it  necessary  to  issue  any  notices. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  — There  are  14  Factories,  54  Work¬ 
shops,  and  3  Workplaces  throughout  the  several  parishes  these  have  been 
regularly  inspected  and  the  nuisances  discovered  abated. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning. — The  number  of  cottages  dealt 


with  under  the  Act  were  as  follows  : — 

Repairs  to  Cottages  outstanding  from  last  year,  completed  ...  9 

Outstanding  Closing  Order  complied  with  ...  ...  1 

Cottages  inspected,  work  in  hand,  but  not  completed  ...  ii 

Total  ...  ...  21 


Overcrowding  —One  case  of  overcrowding  occurred,  and  notice 
to  abate  same  was  complied  with. 

Model  Bye  Laws. — Bye  Laws  were  made  by  the  Council  with 
respect  to  New  Buildings  in  January,  and  although  the  administration  of 
these  has  caused  an  enormous  increase  of  work  and  travelling,  I  am 
convinced  that  there  is  a  vast  improvement  in  the  construction  of  buildings 
erected  since  its  adoption. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK. 

Number  of  complaints  received  and  investigated  39 
,,  Nuisances  discovered  and  abated  ...  137 

Defective  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  42 

Drains  tested  ..  ...  ...  ...  21 

Privies  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  31 

Cesspools  reconstructed  and  cleansed  ...  4c^ 

Urinals  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulations  ol  manure  and  refuse  ...  24 

Flushing  cisterns  fixed  ...  ...  18 

Pi^  Pounds  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ditches  and  Ponds  cleansed  ...  ...  8 

Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  36 

Cowsheds  registered  ...  ...  ...  10 

Inspections  relative  to  Building  Bye  Laws  ...  194 

Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  49 

Statutory  ,,  ...  ...  ...  3 

Legal  Proceedings  ...  ...  ...  o 

Samples  of  Water  taken  ...  ...  ...  8 

I 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  N.  PRIOR,  A.R.S.I., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

5,  Camden  Grove, 

Sevenoaks, 

March,  igi4. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  from  ist  March,  1913, 
(the  date  I  started  my  duties),  to  December,  31st,  1913,  upon  the  general 
Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Northern  Division  of  the  District. 

Infectious  Disease.—  The  following  certificates  of  Infectious 
Disease  have  been  received,  viz.;  Scarlet  Fever,  13;  Diphtheria,  6  ; 
Erysipelas,  7  ;  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis,  6  ;  and  Poliomyelitis,  i  ;  making 
a  total  of  33,  of  which  25  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the 
premises  in  every  case  being  afterwards  fumigated  and  inspected  and  a 
supply  of  disinfectants  left  with  the  occupiers. 

FubercULOSIS. —  I  have  received  35  certificates  of  this  disease,  and  in 
every  case  the  houses  have  been  visited,  disinfectants  provided  and  sputum 
flasks  where  required,  a  detailed  report  has  been  submitted  to  Dr-  Tew 
after  investigating  the  history  of  each  case ;  upon  the  removal  of  a  case  to 
an  Institution  or  the  death  of  a  patient,  I  have  forthwith,  upon  notice, 
visited  the  premises  and  fumigated  the  rooms  lately  occupied. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. — 39  Cottages  were  inspected 
as  follows  : — 

Shoreham,  16 — i  closing  order,  ii  cottages  work  completed,  4  cottages  in  hand 

Westerham,  15 —  10  ,,  ,,  5  ,,  ,, 

Halstead,  2 —  2  ,,  ,, 

Kemsing,  3 — i  closing  order,  i  ,,  ,,  i  voluntarily 

closed  by  owner 

Seal,  I —  in  connection  in 

scheme,  closed 

Otford,  2 —  I  closing  order  i  cottage  work  completed 

Bakehouses  — There  are  20  bakehouses  in  the  District,  where  in 
addition  to  the  half-yearly  cleansing  as  provided  by  law,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  serve  three  notices  for  insufficient  W.C.  accommodation. 
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Hop  and  Fruit  Pickers’  Shelters.-— 

No.  in  District — Fruit  Pickers’  Shelters,  1  63 

Hop-pickers’  Shelters,  62.  Total  225. 

These  premises  have  been  visited  and  4  preliminary  notices  served 
relative  to  18  huts  or  shelters,  for  various  contraventions,  at  a  later  day 
seven  legal  notices  were- served,  through  occupation  during  prohibited 
months. 

Slaughter  Houses. —  There  are  13  of  these  premises  in  the  District, 
12  registered  and  one  licensed  annually;  these  have  been  regularly 
inspected  and  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  serve  12  notices  as  follows  : 
defective  drainage  and  flooring  3  ;  offensive  accumulations  3  ;  and  general 
cleanliness  6. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — There  are  69  persons  on  the  Register 
of  which  40  have  been  registered  during  the  past  year ;  it  has  been  necessary 
to  serve  notices  in  19  cases  for  contravention  of  the  Regulations,  13  of  which 
applied  to  drainage. 

Factory  and  Workshops. — There  are  17  Factories  and  86  Work¬ 
shops  on  the  Register,  and  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  serve  19  notices  to 
abate  nuisances  relating  principally  to  insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  and 
dirty  workrooms. 

SCAVENGlNG.-^The  Parish  of  Shoreham  has  during  the  past  year 
adopted  a  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse,  the  owners  of  cottages  were 
written  to  to  provide  suitable  galvanized  dust  bins  to  premises  where 
ashpits  were  defective,  and  I  am  pleased  to  state  that,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
no  second  request  was  necessary,  something  like  150  of  these  receptacles 
being  provided  .within  a  month. 

I  have  received  no  complaints  of  neglect  upon  the  part  of  the 
contractor,  and  but  one  complaint  (which  on  visiting  I  found  unjustifiable)  in 
connection  with  the  collection  at  Westerham,  a  condition  which  I  consider 
highly  satisfactory. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE. 

No.  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  420 

No.  of  re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4^^ 

No.  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Preliminary  notices  of  letters  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Legal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Notices  followed  by  legal  proceedings  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Drains  provided,  re-constructed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  27 

Houses  cleansed  and  repaired  generally  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Ventilation  and  lighting  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  9 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  15 

Houses  provided  with  damp-proof  course  or  where  dampness  was 

remedied...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  12 

Eaves,  guttering  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Rain-water  piping  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  closets  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 

Water  closets  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  ...  ...  ....  16 

Water  closets  where  flushing  apparatus  was  re-instated  ...  ...  6 

Privies  or  earth  closets  re-constructed,  improved  or  abolished  ...  20 

Houses  supplied  with  water  from  main  or  water  supply  improved  ...  13 

Yards  of  houses  paved  with  impervious  material  or  repaired  ...  22 

Sculleries  paved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  5 

Cesspools  constructed,  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premises  at  which  animals  improperly  kept  were  removed  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  inspections  of  food  exposed  for  sale  ...  ...  ...  53 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Ashpits  or  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

N.B. — The  above  includes  work  inspected  under  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act,  and  also  fruit  and  hop  pickers’  huts,  but  not  other 
special  premises  mentioned. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Arthur  Hemming  Fitt,  c.r.s.i., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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